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visually  handicapped  children 


the  program 

The  program  of  the  school  extends  over  a 
wide  field  of  child  training,  from  the 
fundamentals  of  dressing,  bathroom  hygiene 
and  through  regular  nursery  school  and 
kindergarten  activ  ities.  Just  as  far  as  possible 
the  children  are  treated  as  if  they  have  normal 
vision.  Everything  possible  is  done  to  prepare 
the  child  for  public  school.  Children  are 
admitted  to  the  school  at  the  age  of  three 
and  earlier  if  the  mother  will  come  with  them. 

The  home  counseling  service  is  one  part  of 
our  program  and  we  feel  it  is  a most 
important  part.  The  visiting  teacher  helps 
parents  to  understand  the  child's  handicap 
and  how  to  cope  with  it.  Past  experiences 
have  shown  us  that  too  often  visually 
handicapped  children  are  held  back  in  their 
development  because  of  a misbelief  that 
children  are  '‘different"  in  growth  and 
development  because  they  are  blind  or  their 
sight  impaired.  Through  love,  and  through 
knowledge  that  a child  is  an  acceptable  part 
of  the  family,  through  doing  away  with 
overprotectiveness  and  through  encouragement 
the  children  are  readv  for  group  experience 
at  the  nursery  school  by  the  time  they  are 
three  years  of  age. 
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volunteers 


The  school  has  to  depend  very  heavily  on 
volunteer  work  in  carrying  out  the  program. 
There  have  been  interested  community  groups 
who  have  worked  in  the  school  since  it  was 
opened  five  years  ago.  Our  sincere  thanks  goes 
to:  the  Junior  League;  Delta  Delta  Gamma 
Alumnae;  Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  Alumnae; 
Pi  Beta  Phi  Alumnae,  and  the  Temple  Israel 
Sisterhood. 

These  groups  have  served  us  in  various  ways. 
Some  have  worked  in  the  school  with  the 
children,  some  have  provided  transportation 
and  some  have  helped  to  prepare  the  noon 
lunch. 
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history 

The  doors  of  the  Lions  School  for  Visually 
Handicapped  Children  opened  five  years  ago 
on  October  20,  1954,  and  a new  era  in  the 
education  of  visually  handicapped  children 
jn  the  Memphis  area  began.  At  that  time  a 
program  of  education  was  envisioned  that 
would  meet  all  visually  handicapped  children’s 
needs  from  the  pre-school  age  through  high 
school  without  their  having  to  leave  home. 
Most  of  this  vision  has  become  a reality,  for 
four  years  ago  five  children  were  admitted  to 
the  public  schools  in  the  city  of  Memphis. 


our  goals 

1 . To  give  every  visually  handicapped  child 
the  opportunity  to  do  his  best. 

2.  To  help  every  child  to  want  to  become 
socially  and  economically  independent. 

3.  To  prepare  visually  handicapped  children 
to  enter  the  public  schools. 

4.  To  see  visually  handicapped  children 
become  contributing  citizens  within  the 
community. 


admissions  and  services 


Children  are  admitted  to  the  school  on  a basis 
of  a visual  handicap,  a child  need  not  be 
totally  blind  to  enjoy  the  advantages  the 
school  offers. 

The  school  offers  the  following  services : 

1.  Nursery  School  Admission 

2.  Home  Counseling 

3.  Toy  Lending  Library 

4.  Pamphlet  Library 

5.  Community  Education 

6.  Toy  Research 

address  inquiries  to: 

The  Lions  School  for  Visually  Handicapped 
Children 

672  Semmes  Street,  Memphis  1 1,  Tennessee 
Telephone  FA  3-9632 

the  parents  group 

The  parents  of  the  children  meet  the  third 
Tuesday  of  each  month  at  the  nursery  school 
to  discuss  the  problems  of  growth  and 
development  of  children.  Speakers  are  often 
invited  to  come  in.  films  are  also  used  as 
guides  for  discussion  groups.  The  parents  help 
keep  the  school  equipment  in  repair,  and 
build  new  equipment.  They  are  an  interested, 
active  group  interested  not  just  in  visually 
handicapped  children  but  all  children. 
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our  thanks  to  you 

We  wish  to  thank  again  all  of  our  friends, 
organizations  and  individuals  who  have  helped 
us  in  the  operation  of  our  school.  It  is  our 
sincerest  hope  that  they  will  continue  their 
interest  in  the  school  and  the  children  it  serves. 


form  for  a will 

I give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  LIONS 
SCHOOL  FOR  VISUALLY  HANDICAPPED 
CHILDREN,  INC.,  a corporation  duly 
incorporated  by  the  state  of  Tennessee  and 
located  in  Memphis  in  said  State. 

The  Sum  of  $ 


you  can  help  this  nursery  school 
in  any  of  the  following  ways: 

1.  Volunteer  help 

2.  Donate  toys  to  the  toy  library. 

3.  Direct  financial  support  as  an  individual 
or  as  a group. 

4.  Gift  to  the  Memorial  Fund. 

5.  Remember  the  School  in  your  will. 


